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Minutes for meeting on 9 - 10 – 2008

Members present: Ben, Madeline, Daniel, Poppy, Sophie, Mrs Gambrell, Mrs Stopps
Apologies: Hollie-Rae

Composting: Mrs Gambrell reported that unfortunately the lid has been off again and we need to take extra care in placing it back on the bin firmly after use. Otherwise, things are going very well and the addition of shredded paper is appreciated, along with all the fruit waste.
Display boards: The Eco Team decided to look at the new Eco board outside the Reception classroom and the Generation Green “leaf” board outside Y3 and Y4 classroom after the meeting, to decide what else we should include, BUT we forgot, so will do this next time!

Composting pictures for display board. We still await a few pictures but have received some excellent examples to date. Thank you to all children who have taken part.

Generation Green: report by Mrs Gambrell and Daniel. After the publicity that went out from school, our “Green Leaf” total has increased from 19%, to 30%, that is, a grand total of 2287 leaves– a great move forward. There are other ways to gain leaves and Mrs Stopps will show the Eco folder to Mrs Gambrell so she can check whether we can qualify for more!  
School Nature Table; The Eco Team decided to invite Mrs Milner to a future meeting to explain progress towards the competition.
Ideas for a future fundraiser (to buy picnic benches for school grounds?) It was agreed that a Nearly New Toys and Games Sale would be a good way to raise funds. With the present economic climate, good quality toys would be appreciated with Christmas looming, and any that are left over can be given to charity shops. The recycling /reusing of toys and games fits well with our Eco initiative. A date was set for Thursday 6th November and the Eco team will send a note out to publicise the event in the week before half term.

We will discuss a possible cake stall and Christmas event at our next meeting.
Suggestion Box – no suggestions have been received.

A.O.B: 
Date of next meeting: 6 – 11 - 08
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Minutes for meeting on  3 – 7 – 2008

Members present: all members were present

Apologies: none

Mrs Gambrell to report on water butt and composting

Mrs Gambrell had noticed that the lid had blown off the bin again and monitors were reminded to put it back on firmly after use. She also brought a leaflet outlining all of the items we can compost (“greens” and “browns”) – al ong list! Mrs Stopps suggested that the Eco Team could inform whole school in an assembly and parents could also be informed. The Team agreed!

Generation Green: “If we can all make small changes today, we can create a greener tomorrow”. 
Ideas were put forward to encourage people to gain “leaves” for the school, so we can win an Eco reward when we reach our target. Staff in school have the website, and they have been encouraged to take part in this initiative. We now need more participation by children and families. Mrs Clawson suggested that rewards might encourage involvement and the team came up with lots of ideas! Mrs Stopps will give the Starter Pack to Mrs Gambrell so she can co-ordinate the “leaf goal” in school, with the help of the Eco Team. We could have a “tree” in each classroom so we can monitor our progress. Mrs Stopps thanked Mrs Gambrell for her help. 

Beetle Drive arrangements. 

Mrs Clawson had the idea of combining the ICT Day and the Beetle Drive. It was discussed and the team decided that staff should be consulted at the staff meeting at lunchtime. Alternatively we could choose an Eco Fundraising Day in the last week of term, to raise funds and highlight our Eco message.

Eco-Schools Assessor’s visit on 26- 6- 08 

Mrs Stopps thanked the Eco Team for making Miss Buckley welcome and doing a brilliant job of showing her around our school and grounds. She reported that Miss Buckley was very impressed by the work we have done, and the high level of knowledge of the children concerning “eco” matters. She said we would achieve the Green Flag Award, and we now await confirmation in writing and a certificate and green flag!
My Carbon Footprint assembly and survey / questionnaire-. Francesca returned hers but still some to come – please bring to next meeting! It was decided that September would be a good time to move forward on this initiative, possibly combining it with Generation Green.
Suggestion Box: Molly suggested a window box in the garden. The team thought this was an interesting idea and they will look into it further as funds become available.

Any other business: Bird Feeders were discussed. The School council are dealing with this, but the best time to set them up is in the Autumn. Mrs Gambrell suggested that it may be possible for the children to make some. We will look into this further at a later date.

Date of next meeting: 17 – 7 - 08
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Minutes for meeting on  19 – 6 – 2008

Members present: All members were present.

Mrs Gambrell to report on water butt and composting

The water butt is working well and can be connected to the hosepipe for water for the garden and pots.

The compost continues to grow, but the lid was off this morning after a windy night. Children reminded to press down hard after use. It was decided that no more orange peel should be put in for now, as it doesn’t break down as easily. Fruit monitors to be informed.

Generation Green: “If we can all make small changes today, we can create a greener tomorrow”. How far have we got?

Mrs Gambrell had visited the website and found that friends and families can also gain “leaves” for the school. It was suggested that this information could go into the “Titchmarsh Times” so that the community could also be involved, and in the next school newsletter. This would also highlight our Eco message.

My Carbon Footprint assembly and survey / questionnaire-please bring your completed questionnaire to the meeting, so we can discuss our findings. As some of these had not been returned it was decided to discuss at the next meeting.

The School Garden – report from Ben please!

Ben listed all of the vegetables being grown in the garden at the moment. It was noted that something is eating the strawberries and egg shell could be put down in case it was snails causing the problem.

Future fundraiser: Beetle Drive? Mrs Stopps suggested a Beetle Drive fo the children to raise funds for thermostatsfor classrooms.The idea was discussed and the Eco team were very keen to go ahead. Details of the event to be decided at the next meeting.

Suggestion Box; There were no suggestions in the box.

Any other business; Mrs Clawson reported on “Slim Your Bin” which is going ahead as planned. Mrs Gambrell highlighted the amount of paper and shredding in the orange bin liners. We are unable to put shreddings in the recycling bins, and we have enough in the compost. This will be discussed at full staff meeting at lunch time today, along with other ways to save paper in school (emailing etc.)

Class energy monitors were asked to be consistent about turning all lights off when leaving the classroom.

Date of next meeting – to be confirmed.
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Minutes for meeting on 5 – 6 – 2008

Members present: Amelia, Francesca, Ben, Madeline, Daniel, Poppy, Sophie, Hollie,  Mrs Gambrell, Mrs Clawson and Mrs Stopps.

Apologies: none

Report on water butt and composting by Mrs Gambrell.

Mrs Gambrell reported that the composting is continuing to go well. She has stirred it and put grass and shredded paper in the mix. The water butt will be in place soon. Madeline and Francesca reported that the fruit waste arrangements were also working well and tea bags, fruit waste etc are now collected from the staff room. Mrs Stopps thanked the girls for being consistent and remembering their responsibility every day!

The School Nature Table continues to be very popular with a wide variety of contributions and great interest shown by the children in school. Photographs have been taken, by Mrs Milner, of our “Summer Table” for the competition later this year.

Nearly New Sale; Mrs Stopps thanked the team for their hard work at the Nearly New sale. Lots of people supported us and a profit of £61 was made. The remaining clothes were given to charity shops in Rushden, so that other people could benefit as well.

Generation Green is a new initiative from British Gas, where “leaves” can be gained and exchanged for a variety of green rewards. To find out more, go to www.generationgreen.co.uk. 

By registering, we already have 387 leaves and we await a starter pack. (The sunflower seeds and pots provided, were given to members of the Eco team to take home to grow) Mrs Gambrell agreed to oversee the project!

Mrs Stopps asked if we could include the motto with our Eco code: “If we can all make small changes today, we can create a greener tomorrow”. The team agreed.

Our Carbon Footprint Questionnaire: The booklet produced by Tesco was discussed and the Eco Team were asked to complete the questionnaire with families before the next meeting. The idea is to raise awareness of ways in which we can all reduce our carbon footprint. At a later date, the Eco team will assist Mrs Stopps in an assembly raising awareness of the whole school and it is hoped that the questionnaire will be sent home to all families.

Wildflower seeds: Mrs Gambrell and Mrs Stopps had brought wildflower seeds to sprinkle in the “ditch” at the edge of the school field. (The Eco team did this at the end of the meeting – great fun! Now we will wait and see what happens!)

Suggestion Box – there were no suggestions to consider at this meeting.

Any other business: Mrs Gambrell noted that an unnecessary amount of paper had been used for a couple of notices going out from school recently. It was agreed that this would be addressed.

Date of next meeting: to be confirmed
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Minutes for meeting on 8 – 5 – 2008

Members present: Francesca, Amelia, Madeline, Ben, Poppy, Daniel, Hollie, Sophie and Mrs Stopps 

Apologies: Mrs Gambrell
Welcome to Mrs Gill, School Governor

Mrs Stopps welcomed Mrs Gill (Phoebe’s Mum) to the meeting. Mrs Gill explained that the governors are applying for lottery funding of £5000 to make a wildlife garden in the corner of the field. It would support the curriculum and could include lots of different areas including a pond. Mrs Gill showed a picture of how the wildlife area might look and an  enthusiastic discussion followed, with lots of good ideas from the Action Team.

Water Butt and Composting: 

Mrs Stopps reported that the composting is really taking off. “Fruit waste” monitors (Madeline and Francesca) have been appointed and this is working very well. Parents are also bringing things in to compost and the bin is filling up fast! 

Francesca had written a letter to the School Council, on behalf of the Action Team, to thank them for the funds for a water butt. The letter was signed by the Action Team and given to the School Council. Mrs gambrell is purchasing the water butt and it will be in use shortly.

The Nature Table School Project- update:

It was reported that there has been an incredibly enthusiastic response to this project – it has really captured the imagination of the children and all sorts of exciting and interesting items have made their way onto the table – carefully monitored by Mrs Milner. It is an excellent focus of interest for children and adults alike.

Eco Code: 

The final copy was read and considered by the children following decisions made at the last meeting. It was decided that it should be displayed in all classrooms, and discussed in assembly, so that all children are aware of it and why it is so important in our school.

Nearly New Sale: 

Arrangements were discussed for Thursday 15th May and it was decided that children would help to set up and sell goods. Madeline and Hollie offered to make a poster to advertise the event again.

Suggestion Box:

Ben returned the completed box to school and after the meeting located it in the front entrance. Mrs Stopps thanked Ben for decorating the box. 

Any other business: The energy initiative “Slim your Bin” is going very well, with Mrs Clawson.  Energy monitors weigh the bins on Thursdays before collection.

The Date of the next meeting: to be confirmed.
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Minutes for meeting on 24 – 4 – 2008

Members present: Amelia, Francesca, Ben, Madeline, Daniel, Poppy, Sophie, Hollie,  Mrs Gambrell and Mrs Stopps.

Apologies: none

Welcome to Dr Montague and Mrs Milner 

Dr Montague was unable to attend the meeting today but will attend a future meeting so the Eco Team can present him with the School Garden Book. 

Mrs Milner gave an excellent presentation on the Nature Table School Project, inspiring the children. It was agreed to send a letter to parents and children explaining the project. The nature table is to be located in the entrance where children arrive in the morning and the collection of items/objects will begin next Monday. Mrs Stopps thanked Mrs Milner for attending the meeting and offering to take charge of this exciting initiative.

Report on water butt and composting by Mrs Gambrell

Mrs Gambrell reported that the compost bin is now in use. She has been researching a suitable water butt and funding has been offered by the School Council, using proceeds from their recent cake stall. It was agreed that a letter should go from the Eco Team, to thank the School Council for their help. Francesca agreed to write the letter.

Action Plan for 2008 and Eco Code

Mrs Stopps highlighted relevant aspects of the Action Plan, so they could be incorporated in the Eco Code. The ideas of children from whole school assembly (23rd April) were considered and the Eco team decided on the final version of our Eco Code. Mrs Stopps will collate and bring to the next meeting. 

Plans for Nearly New sale

This will take place on Thursday 15thMay, in the school hall. A letter will go out to parents to encourage them to send in any nearly new clothes and the Eco Team will sell on the day.

Suggestion Box 

It was decided that a suggestion box would be a good way to take the views of other children in school into account. Ben offered to take a recycled box away and decorate it in an appropriate fashion and return it to school as soon as possible.
Any Other Business: none

Mrs Stopps thanked the team for attending.

Date of the next meeting: Thursday 8th May
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Minutes for meeting on 27 – 3 – 2008

Members present: Amelia, Ben, Madeline, Daniel, Hollie, Poppy, Mrs Gambrell and Mrs Stopps.

Apologies: Sophie and Francesca (on holiday)
Welcome to Mrs Gambrell. 

Mrs Stopps welcomed Mrs Gambrell as the “parent” member of our Eco Team. Mrs Gambrell reported on the compost bin/s and the Team considered the letter to go out to parents outlining the plan for composting. It was decided that the letter would go out to parents tonight, signed by members of the Eco Team. Mrs Gambrell also reported on her search for a water butt and she is taking a letter from school to local hardware stores in support of her search for a bargain!

Environmental Review and Action Plan 2008. 

Mrs Stopps thanked the team for returning their questionnaires and commented on how thorough most of the responses had been. Ideas were considered alongside views of school staff and the Action Plan for 2008 has been completed. 

Specific aspects of the plan will be discussed at the next meeting.

The Eco Code: Now we have our new Action plan we can up-date our Eco code. Members were asked to bring ideas along to the next meeting.

The two Eco display boards have been up-dated and children were encouraged to have another look! Further items of interest will be displayed on the boards following the Eco Activity Day planned for 3rd April.

The Titchmarsh School Garden Book is now completed and children were able to have a look at the finished copy. Parents of children featured in the book will be asked if they would like to purchase a copy.

Earth Hour 2008: 29th March at 8pm –.This was discussed and members were encouraged to take part and encourage friends and neighbours to do so as well, in order to highlight our use of energy.

Fundraiser: It was suggested that the Eco Team could run a Nearly New Clothes Sale to raise funds for future projects. 

Any Other Business: It was decided that an Eco suggestion box would be useful so that we can include views of others in school.

Date of the next meeting: to be confirmed.

  

