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The use and development of English is the centre of the
school's curriculum. It is through speaking, listening,
reading and writing that so much of a child’s learning takes
place. The National Literacy Strategy informs the English
Curriculum. The aim at Titchmarsh School is enable
children to develop their literacy skills—becoming avid
readers and competent writers. We aim to develop
children’s literacy skills so that they are prepared for the
next stage of their learning. Information technology tools are
used keenly to support children’s development of literacy
skills.

WRITING:

We place emphasis on children acquiring the skills to
enable them to write for a variety of purposes—factual,
creative and descriptive. They are introduced to different
styles and techniques to add quality to their writing. They
are taught to check their work and redraft where necessary.
All writing that the children do is highly valued.

READING:

The teaching of reading begins as soon as a child enters
the Foundation Stage of Titchmarsh School where they are
taught a whole range of reading behaviours and pre-reading
skills. In order to skilfully teach the children how to read, we
use a variety of reading strategies. The children initially
learn the sounds that each letter makes, then they learn the
name of each letter. This begins the teaching of phonemic
awareness which continues as they progress throughout
the school; blending phonemes to assist with reading and
segmenting (breaking down) to assist with spelling.

We have a mixture of resources which enable us to give
equal priority to teaching of the skills associated with
reading both fiction and non fiction. The children are taught
to use a variety of strategies to help them work out
unfamiliar words. They are always encouraged to discuss
the texts and express opinions about what they have read.
At Titchmarsh School, the children will encounter texts in a
range of formats such as ‘Big Books’ and media
presented on an overhead projector or interactive
whiteboard. Each class has a collection of books for free
choice reading.

In the Early years the children are guided through a text
before it being taken home where they are encouraged to
share it with an adult. This ensures that homework reading
is at an instructional level, developing the child’s confidence
and consolidates learning in school.

Our Home School Communicator acts as a reading
record for the children and also provides a
communication link between home and school. We fully
encourage parents/carers to support their children by
listening to them read on a regular basis.
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SPELLING

Spelling is taught through a variety of ways. At
Titchmarsh  School, we create a language rich
environment where pupils are encouraged to interact
with words and locate them independently. The children
have word grids and word books to collect new
vocabulary.

We recognise that spelling is leamt best within the
context of reading and writing. From an early age the
children are taught to check their own work using
support materials in the classroom. Word lists are sent
home so that children can have an opportunity to
reinforce their knowledge of words that most frequently
occur in the English Language.

HANDWRITING

Handwriting is a small but essential part of the writing
process. At Titchmarsh, we encourage children to take
pride in the presentation of their work. However, we also
teach them to be able to vary their handwriting according
to different purposes. The children are taught to form
letters correctly right at the start of their school life so
that they can develop legible handwriting in both joined
and printed styles

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Speaking and Listening is recognised as a priority in the
early years and this is retained as the children progress
throughout the school. Opportunities are given for the
children to develop social interaction skills across a
range of learning and social situations. The conventions
associated with speaking and listening are explicitly
taught to the children through carefully planned learning
experiences and activities which span the whole
curriculum and serve to develop the children’s ability to
convey meaning and demonstrate understanding with
increasing precision. The children are encouraged to
express their own opinion and that of others. Through
the curriculum, we enable the children to become aware
of audiences and provide purposeful context for
speaking and listening. School plays and assemblies
help not only to celebrate childrens’ achievements but
also develop their ability to speak audibly, purposefully
and with clarity.

The children are taught subject specific vocabulary and
formal English so that they can express themselves in a
range of situations. Alongside this, the children are
encouraged to respect the diversity of languages and
dialects found in our community and beyond.
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SCIENCE

Science is exploring facts and ideas as well as asking
questions such as “how?”.... .and
‘Why?” ... and “What will happen if?"............
Children learn about predictions and investigate a
question by means of a fair test. They observe what
happens, make deductions and report their findings .

The children will work on themes such as keeping
healthy, plants and habitats or changes in
materials. They will also investigate the physical aspects
of science such as forces, electricity and the Earth,
Moon and Sun. Through their study of Science, the
children are encouraged to use a range of
communication skills and techniques involved in
obtaining, presenting and responding to information.

Our aim is to promote cross curricular themes and foster
close links with subjects such as Mathematics,
Geography, Design Technology and areas of health and
safety.

INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Information and Communication is a vital aspect of the
Modern World. This is reflected in the excellent ICT
provision we have Titchmarsh School.

Each classroom has a PC computer and interactive
whiteboard and projector. The entire curriculum
provision is networked and a whole host of teaching and
learning software is currently being developed.

Children have access to a fully controlled internet
connection.

The teaching of ICT is supported by ‘window box’
software which provides a progressive means of
teaching the knowledge and skills needed to  handle
information, explore models, control devices and
evaluate work. This enables them to learn skills in a
cross curricular and meaningful way.

To ensure that the knowledge the children acquire in
school is compatible with the technology that they see at
home, all our computers have Microsoft Software such
as ‘Word’, ‘Powerpoint’ and ‘Excel’.

The children are encouraged to use this software to
support learning in other subjects.

Other ICT provision at school includes access to tape
recorders, programmable toys, CD and video players,
calculators, fax and photocopier facilities.

Our approach at Titchmarsh is to recognise ICT as a
tool and not a replacement for thinking skills. We teach
the children to fully explore the potential and application
of technology in modern life.

AN N AN N AN N N N N

AN AN N N AN AN

THE CORE CURRICULUM

N AN N AN N N N N

AN AN N N AN AN

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics is an essential and everyday part of our
lives. It is therefore important that we provide children
with mathematical experiences that challenge them,
stimulate interest and help them solve problems in real
life.

We aim to achieve a positive attitude to mathematics by
using a variety of teaching methods.

All classes follow the National Numeracy Strategy which
places a great deal of emphasis on mental agility.

It is a further aim at Titchmarsh to ensure children leave
us numerate with a positive attitude towards
mathematics; seeing working with numbers as a
challenge to be enjoyed.

The Numeracy Strategy provides a definite structure for
teaching maths and is supported by a wide range of
other materials. At all levels the language of
mathematics plays a central role and maths is linked to
other curriculum areas.

. Children develop an understanding of shape,
space and direction in PE and movement.
. Science and Technology provide

opportunities for number work,
measurement and shape

o Children sort and classify ideas and object when
studying the environment and in Geography.

Q “Do children still learn their tables?”
A Yes, by the end of year 4, our children are
well on their way to knowing their tables

Q “Do all children work at the same speed”

A Whole class and group teaching is used to
Introduce the children to and bring them
together to discuss their work. Children work
independently, in small groups and pairs
which encourages learning through
discussing, explaining and sharing
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Children are encouraged to generate
designs in response to a specified need.
They are taught skills and techniques
needed to use a variety of materials and
tools when translating their design into a
finished product. This they are
encouraged to assess and evaluate,
seeking the opinions of others.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Titchmarsh Primary School is a Church of
England School and seeks to promote a
Christian way of life.

The Countyéos
Religious Education if followed.
The rules of courtesy, care, consideration
for others, truthfulness and perseverance
are fostered. High standards of personal
behaviour are expected and encouraged.
A pupil may be withdrawn from elements
of religious instruction, should parents so
wish.

MUSIC

All  children have timetabled music
lessons. Our school has a range of tuned
and untuned percussion instruments for
the children to use for creative
compositions or as an accompaniment for
songs. We have visiting teachers who
help support the development of the
teaching of stringed instruments and
demonstration of others. Many
opportunities are provided for the children
to listen to music from all ages, genres
and cultures. Our aim is to help children
differentiate and appreciate music in its
many forms and listen for pleasure

Agreed

HISTORY

The study of History makes children
aware of Britainbs
them to evaluate that which is lasting and
that which is transient and enables them
to compare their lives with what has gone
before. Theme studied include Ancient
Romans, Anglo Saxons, Britain since
1930s. Trips to local places of interest are
taken when they are relevant to what is
being studied.

GEOGRAPHY

Our aim is for every child to have an
understanding and knowledge of the area
in which they live. Local trips are taken in
the immediate area of the school to
facilitate this. In order to broaden their
understanding, the children will also learn
about other countries and the way of life
of ¢ ihdigénbu¥ Sopulafiof. This enables
them to learn:

. To appreciate the diversity,
complexity and wonder of the
physical features and living
creatures of the worlds.
Understanding of cultures that are
different from our own

. Acceptance of their responsibilities
towards our environment

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PE is concerned with encouraging
children to develop physical coordination
and gives pupils confidence in their
capabilities of their own bodies. As well as
teaching physical movement skills, we
also make pupils aware of the effects of
exercise on their bodies. Our aim is to
help children develop dexterity, balance,
strength and stamina. PE is taught 3 main
components; games, dance and
gymnastics. Through these areas, the
children are able to develop creative
movement, poise, control and a positive
team spirit and ethos. While we do expect
the children to behave in a calm and
controlled manner, we do want to make
PE fun and exciting.
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ART

Through Art our children are encouraged
to develop their creativity and imagination.
Children are encouraged to build on skills
to develop their control of materials, tools
and techniques. We
critical awareness of the roles and
purposes of art, craft and design in
different times and cultures. Our aim is for
children to become more confident in
using visual and tactile elements and
materials and processes to communicate

what they see, feel and think.

PSHE

We believe that there are many areas of
knowledge and understanding that lie
outside the National Curriculum. In
particular, the personal and social
development of the children is an area
that has become an increasingly important
part of childrenés
allow individuals, friendship groups, and
classes to react to, and cope with, the
pressures of the world around them, we
allow time for talk, discussion and
reflection so that everyone knows that
they are important and that their opinions
are valued. Circle Time allows children to
participate as partners in the process of
developing responsibility for their own
behaviour and learning. It aims to
encourage the development of self-
esteem, interpersonal skills and
strengthen relationships, whilst at the
same time allows all involved to have fun
together. This forms an integral part of our
discipline policy and pastoral support for
the children.

EXTENSION CURRICULUM

A range of extra-curricular activities is
available to the children. The nature of
these depends on the expertise we have
on the staff, and the time and facilities
available. Outside expertise will
sometimes be available to add to the
range of activities we can offer. These
may involve a small charge.

MIDDLE SCHOOL TRANSFER

Full details made by the local Education
Authority for transfer are sent out to
parents of children in Year 4 The
Headteacher is always pleased to discuss
issues with parents at their request

EDUCATIONAL VISITS

Visits play an essential role in our work
and take place on a regular basis. These
vary from trips to the pantomime, to walks
around the village. In year 3&4, the
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in a residential trip.
HOMEWORK

We have a policy of providing home
learning opportunities that are

enjoyable, manageable and interesting.
Children throughout the school are
encouraged to read at home for at least
10 minutes on a daily basis. A reading
book is sent home every weekend and it
is expected that parents and staff will write
comments on their yellow card when a
child is heard reading. Work is set in KS1
& KS2, carefully matched to the children's
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where children are encouraged to take
games home for a week to consolidate
work carried out at school.

ASSESSMENT

On entry to school, children in the
Reception class will be assessed, using a
school based assessment. This is carried
out by teacher observation with no tests or
tasks being administered. Children at the
end of the Foundation Stage will be
assessed and the results passed to the
receiving teacher and discussed with the
parents of the child concerned. At the end
of Key Stage 1, children are assessed by
their class teacher and National Tests are
administered. The results of the
assessment and tests are reported to
parents of the individual child. The results
are only published in the Prospectus if the
number of children involved exceeds ten;
this is to protect the children by preventing
the possible recognition of individuals. It is
our constant aim to provide year on year
improvements in the achievements of the
children in our care. We strive to raise
standards and we regularly target specific
curriculum areas for further development.
In line with requirements placed upon all
schools we set targets of improvements in
the Core Subjects of the curriculum.




